
Greetings! 

The 4th Annual General Meeting (AGM) cum office-warm-
ing party of the Perak Heritage Society (PHS) was held, of 
course, in the new PHS office on 28th March.

At the AGM, our president, Siak Hong addressed the 
meeting and thanked all members in attendance for their 
support. In summary,  the year 2006 was overshadowed 
by two events: the cancelled fund-raising movie premiere, 
due to the banning of The Last Communist, and moving 
out of Jalan Lasam and into our own rented premises. He 
appealed to members to come on-board the management 
committee, and to speed up work on the documentation of 
Perak heritage. Though limited in resources, more activities 
could be done in the new office, which occupies the entire 
top floor of the shop-house.

The buffet dinner that followed was arranged by Su Win 
and Pui San. Like last year’s, it was a very generous spread. Most of us had 
multiple servings, but the eating had to stop for the video-movie to begin. Mohd 
Taib took charge of the projection. The movie, Goodbye Boys, is set and shot 
on location in the Kinta Valley. See it for the sake of heritage. You will be thrilled 
to recognize the places, some of them featured on our heri.trails.

We should thank committee member, Charlie Choong for taking on the task of 
fixing up the office premises and refreshing the walls with new paint. To func-
tion properly, we need book shelves and filing cabinets. See our WISH LIST on 
page 2. If you can give us any of the items or know someone who can, please 
contact our Hon Sec, Su Win. For the office-warming, and as decoration, PHS 
member, Fong Loon selected and displayed on the wall news cuttings from 
previous years, especially 2006. 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, our pondering still revolves around what con-
stitutes a heritage building. The subjective interpretation of heritage by the 
Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage (MCAH) itself was highlighted during 
the recent workshop in KL organized by the Badan Warisan Malaysia (See 
page 3). You may have read the report in the Sun, 26 FEB: A toothless Act by 
Jacqueline Ann Surin. At the workshop was the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Asia Pacific regional advisor for 
culture, Richard Engelhardt, who said that ‘conservation efforts are going well 
in Malaysia compared to other places’. Encouraging but then we know it is just 
not enough, don’t we?

We were taken aback when the Commissioner of Heritage, Dato’ Professor Dr 
Zuriana Majid made a public appeal in the Press for NGO’s in heritage to dis-
cuss and co-operate on our common goal: to preserve, document and promote 
our heritage. A train of events in 2006 has put much strain on heritage matters, 
viz. the Coliseum Cinema in KL, the Malacca Tower and the Bok House. It is 
strange - why use a letter reprimanding an NGO (Penang Heritage Trust) for 
bad conduct as an invitation to all NGO’s to dialogue with the Ministry? 

Finally, our first heri.trail this year will take us to Gopeng on 8 July. We will learn 
about some historic personalities, and those who lent their names to the streets 
of Gopeng, the pioneer town of Kinta. To appreciate this small mining town 
and its historic features, we will cover the town on foot. Group limited to twenty. 
Please book ahead.
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Gopeng Heri.trail : pioneer Kinta town 
Gopeng is the first area in the Kinta Valley to be extensively mined. Here 
is where the Kinta Orang Asli first came into contact with the British, the 
Sumatrans and the Chinese. It is easy to walk this small pioneer town. Set 
lunch at a resort near the Sungai Kampar. After lunch you can enjoy nature 
or take a dip in the cool stream right near a colony of the most spectacular 
of local butterflies, the Raja Brooke. 
Date  Sunday, 8 July
Duration 8.00 am - 12.30 pm (lunch at 1 pm)
Meet  7.45 am at the Ipoh Railway Station, car-pool and travel in  
   convoy
Cost  Members/Children under-18:RM25, Non-mbrs: RM40
   (inclusive of lunch)
Booking Su Win: 012-288 6888 by Friday, 22 June.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
From Julie of Ipoh: ‘Confused and bothered over what Heritage is’

Dear Editor: To begin, let me say that I am ‘into’ Heritage. I like to photo-
graph old buildings, to see their images and imagine them in their original 
glory. My idea of Heritage is an old building that is supposed to be protected 
and preserved for the future generation. 

What does Heritage truly mean? According to the Oxford Dictionary, Herit-
age is not only about buildings but also countryside like mountains and riv-
ers and pond. What makes a building, an estate or even countryside worthy 
of preservation? What is Heritage all about?

The Bok House demolition appeared in all the major newspapers. A lot 
of people came out of the woodwork to give their two cents’ worth. Is Bok 
House a heritage building? If so, why was it demolished? If not, why do 
some people insist that it is? How old does a building have to be in order to 
qualify as heritage? Who has the say on whether the building is heritage? 
What kind of history makes it important? Would aesthetics, design and 
craftsmanship be enough?

Is there any value or a price tag on Heritage? I learned recently that our 
Petronas Twin Towers are a heritage monument! But they are still only 
very new! Why are they given this status? Does that imply that if there is a 
recently built monument or even a mansion I wish to preserve for the future, 
I can apply for its Heritage status? The more I think of it, the more confusing 
it becomes.

It is the 50th year of Independence, and what has Malaysia got to show in 
terms of Heritage? Our government has announced recently the setting up 
of a trust to manage Merdeka Stadium and Stadium Negara as a ‘national 
real estate heritage’. Fine, what about other monuments and buildings? 
What about Heritage in Perak? Are the limestone hills in Ipoh considered 
heritage? 

To make the public understand the importance of heritage, heritage places 
for sight-seeing should be in all tourism brochures. A book, even! Does 
Heritage have a future in this country, or are we a capitalist nation looking 
to modernization to forget our past and erase our history -- Bagai kacang 
lupakan kulit (like peanuts forgetting their shells)? ‘History is always written 
by the victor’; are we losers rewriting history by demolishing heritage? 

Editor: Heritage needs more critical thinkers like you. Do read ISSUES in 
page 3, or come to the PHS office to read the National Heritage Act 2005.
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Maritime Archaeology 
Exhibition

Artefacts from
12 sunken ships in
South China Sea &

Malacca Straits
Salvaged by 

Museums Malaysia 
Department

Daily until 30 JUNE
Perak Museum, Taiping

Throw them at us! 
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THE PROBLEM WITH THE NATIONAL HERITAGE ACT 2005 
Workshop for a National Heritage Policy

To empower pro-heritage professionals and governmental officials for a 
unified effort in protecting our national heritage, Badan Warisan Malaysia 
organized a 2-day workshop in KL, Heritage Matters: Promoting and 
Protecting Places. 

The aim of this workshop was:
(a) to assist the Federal and State Governments to introduce greater clarity 
 on the definition of heritage 
(b) to provide a good system to designate our heritage buildings and sites, 
 and for better protection, and
(c) to provide a framework of consultation to manage a changing environ-
 ment while sustaining our historic built fabric.

Recent development shows up quite clearly the central issue of heritage 
protection: money - cost and funding. Today, practically all owners would 
refuse heritage listing for fear of ‘losing control’ over their properties. The 
problem has been dealt with by arson or illegal demolition. But private 
ownership is all mighty and the state has no power to interfere with it. So 
what could be done to rope in these prime stakeholders in heritage? To 
encourage registration and conservation, owners of heritage buildings need 
to be given incentives.

The Sun, 9 FEB: ‘Give incentives to conserve buildings’ talked about the rec-
ommendations which came out from the workshop. They will be published 
and presented to the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage (MCAH). Some 
specific incentives recommended, as reported, are: 
 providing cheap funds for conservation work
 giving tax and import duty waivers
 extending pioneer status to heritage development companies 
 extending double deduction for expenses for the training of 
 conservation professionals.

Other recommendations include ways to provide greater clarity on the 
evaluation of the heritage value of building and conservation areas, 
and how grass-root stakeholders could be encouraged to take part in 
conservation efforts.   

NEW THRUST TO MANAGING MERDEKA STADIUM

On 7th February, the Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Abdullah Ahmad On 
7th February, the Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 
announced that Permodalan Nasional Berhad (PNB), a state-owned 
company has been appointed to set up the ‘Merdeka Heritage Trust’ 
(BAWM). It will be governed by a Board of Trustees headed by 
PNB chairman Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hamid, who is also the 
president of the Council of the Badan Warisan Malaysia (BWM), the 
Malaysian Heritage Trust.

That was great news to the network of heritagers. The BAWM ap-
pears to be a highly-charged independent and professional body. Its 
main objective is to manage, restore and conserve the stadiums as 
heritage sites and to involve public participation in their conservation 
through promotion of cultural, arts and heritage activities.

Badan Warisan Malaysia has long envisioned the great importance of 
preserving these national monuments. Although they were declared 
heritage buildings in February 2003, little more was heard about 
them until August 2005. That was when BWM executive director,
Elizabeth Cardosa talked to PHS members in Papan about the 
Merdeka Stadium. Brenda Lim of the New Straits Times was there 
and she filed a story highlighting the process which has now come to 
fruition. 
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Old weathered planks deck the bridge we 
have to cross.

A bridge to an open space in the jungle.

In the hills of Gopeng: 
water-supply and
hydro-electricity

To obtain water-supply and 
hydro-electricity for tin-

mining, mining
consultants, Osborne and 

Chappel constructed pipe-
lines and small

hydro-electric generators 
deep in the hills at the

upper reaches of Sg 
Geroh. The road to these 

facilities cuts through 
Orang Asli villages but 
beyond, gradually, it is 

being reclaimed by nature. 
We wanted to take you to 
this industrial heritage in 
the jungle but for broken 
bridges. Sorry, the trip’s 

off! For compensation, see 
in  the  following  pages 

some archival photographs 
from Charlie Choong. The 
pipe-line across the main 
trunk road to Kampar is a 

landmark of Gopeng.



The Merdeka Stadium is the birth place of modern Malaysia. It was built 
for the proclamation of Independence on 31st August, 1957 and it will be a 
main venue for the ‘golden’ 50th anniversary celebrations. ‘Fast-track’ resto-
ration work is already in progress. The Stadium Negara, on the other hand, 
was the venue for indoor sports since early 1960s. There is one other sta-
dium on this ‘Cangkat Merdeka’, Petaling Hill: the Chin Woo Stadium. This 
Art Deco building has an indoor arena and an outdoor swimming pool. Is this 
not the oldest indoor stadium in Malaysia? What would the owner/s do with it 
now that the hill will get a new life?

Historically, the Hill was a cemetery. It became an eight-hole golf links, then 
the recreational People’s Park, later re-named Coronation Park in honour of 
King George VI. By 1920s, education, religious and community buildings had 
fringed the Hill. Serviced by efficient public transport, it is a convenient spot 
for an inner-city complex of multi-purpose halls and arenas for sports, edu-
cation and entertainment. (Read NST, 25 FEB 2007: Comment by Elizabeth 
Cardosa: Merdeka! And Tunku’s vision will live on.)

BELUM - A NATURAL HERITAGE UNDER THREAT
By Lee Su Win, adapted from G W H Davison, Belum 
– a rainforest in Malaysia, published in the Star: 23 
JAN 2007.
 
Perak’s Belum-Temenggor Forest Reserve (BTFR) 
covers more than 3000 sq km, a rich natural heritage 
area about four times the size of Singapore. It is part 
of the biggest remaining block of forest in the Penin-
sula and is spread over the northern part of the Main 
Range of mountains, which at their highest altitudes 
support a specialized montane flora and fauna.

It was for these reasons plus the fact that develop-
ment is coming sooner or later to the area that the 
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) launched an expe-
dition in the mid-1990s to document the area’s rich 
biodiversity. 

The main intrusion in this area of pristine forest is the East-West Highway 
connecting Grik in Perak to Jeli in Kelantan, and to the East Coast. Con-
struction began in 1975 and the highway was open by early 1980s. The 
highway bisects the BTFR, Belum in the north and Temenggor in the south. 
Because of security reasons, the expedition concentrated in the Temenggor 
area with a much smaller expedition for scientists only going to the north 
later. 

During the year-long expedition, scientists recorded many new species 
of plants and insects. Animal life was also very rich: a tiger bounded past 
the expedition camp once, pug marks and tiger markings were seen many 
times, elephants messed up the water supply, a sun bear walked into camp 
one day and another, a barking deer. Hornbills flew overhead by the thou-
sands and in the evenings, camp occupants were treated to a family of 
flying squirrels coming out of its home and launching themselves off into the 
forests.

The Highway has so far not been a major barrier to wildlife migrations and 
there have been many reports of animal sightings along the highway. How-
ever, the area is being threatened by logging. Last year, the Perak Heritage 
Society joined forces with other NGOs to protest against any proposal to log 
the area.
But a more imminent threat now looms over the Belum-Temenggor forests. 
The Perak Government plans to cut down a 4-km wide swathe of pristine for-
est along the highway to plant fast-growing acacia trees.
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Another abandoned shed.

Abandoned building with a ‘green’ 
grassed roof. 

Quotable Quote

‘When the heritage values and set-
ting of a site have been radically 
compromised and rendered unrec-
ognizable so that its spirit of place is 
lost, we are devaluing our own herit-
age legacy.’ -- Elizabeth Cardosa, 
Executive Director, Badan Warisan 
Malaysia, in her column Honouring 
the past in the present, the NST: 28 
JAN. 



Forest plantations are the ‘IN’ thing; fast-growing species like acacia are 
planted to produce fibre for the pulp and paper industry. Fast growth means 
shorter harvesting rotations and quicker returns on investment. However, 
as a rule, forest plantations are meant for marginal and degraded land and 
there are plenty of such in Perak. Forest plantations should be used to 
rehabilitate degraded land, not to create it. 

But cutting down good forests to plant acacia also goes against Forest 
Department policies. Statements from officials say that ‘new establishment 
of forest plantations must be outside permanent forest’ and that ‘they must 
also take into consideration 
the current concern for environment and biodiversity conservation’.

The Belum Forest Reserve has already been proposed as part of the Royal 
Belum Park while some areas in the Temenggor Forest Reserve are under 
a ‘cease logging directive’, which begins this year, from the Mentri Besar of 
Perak.

So far, Perak has revealed little about its acacia plantation plan. But surely, 
it does not make sense to convert pristine forest into a forest plantation. 
Shrinking forest habitats cause elephants to wander into villages and oil 
palm plantations in search of food. Elephants do not like acacia leaves 
and the only animal which will forage for food in acacia plantations is the 
bearded pig, one of tigers’ prey species. Loss of habitats will also force 
tigers to wander into villages and acacia plantations in search of prey. You 
guessed it - the Belum-Temenggor forests have a healthy tiger population. 
Will poachers then move in after the tigers? Wild pigs gather in large herds, 
traveling long distances to find food. They may, therefore, become a nui-
sance and a hazard to highway users who have to avoid their mass migra-
tions.

If the Belum-Temenggor forests become fragmented by the creation of the 
acacia corridor, then the possible consequences are

 Loss of eco-tourism potential – at present, fortunate persons get to 
 see elephants and other wildlife ambling along or crossing the highway. 
 Tomorrow we will go along a highway practically devoid of animal life.
 Fragmented forests – the BTFR is a very important and stable 
 sanctuary for animal survival. It is invaluable because of its size and 
 prime lowland forest which is vital for large mammals.
 Conflict between man and animals – shrinking habitats will force 
 elephants and other wildlife to come into more contact with humans
 and increase the frequency of conflicts.

Once the forests have been opened, will the rel-
evant authorities, agencies and bodies be able to 
monitor what goes on up there such as poaching 
and illegal logging? What if 4 km along each side 
of the highway is not enough? Can the powers that 
be withstand the pressure from the industries to 
open up more forests? Despite having huge acacia 
plantations, large paper mills in Indonesia still have 
to source wood from natural forests to keep up with 
demand.

Communism kept the loggers at bay in many of our 
forests, especially those in the north. Now Malay-
sians, especially Perakians must decide on whether 
the East-West Highway maintains its surroundings 
as a haven for nature or allow its forests to be cut to 
benefit the pockets of the favoured few.
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The sturdy wall of the quarters.

The kitchen stove has a chimney. 

Orang Asli houses: zinc roof and bamboo wall.



SILENTLY SLEEPS THE JAPANESE CEMETERY 
By Law Siak Hong

Japan is the exotic land of the rising sun. In Ipoh, 
the existence of the Japanese community ‘goes 
back to at least 1893, when a Japanese pony bus 
service was started between Ipoh and Batu Gajah’ 
(KINTA VALLEY: Pioneering Malaysia’s Modern 
Development, pg 228).

True to the trend in the 1990’s, Ipoh was twinned 
with Fukuoka as sister-cities. To mark this new re-
lationship, Fukuoka City built the Japanese garden 
in Taman D R Seenivasagam as a gift. In fact, Ipoh 
already has a Japanese garden which dates back 
to the early 1960’s. Not generally known is the old-
est Japanese feature in Ipoh: the small Japanese 
Cemetery. Situated at the first curve along Jalan 
Sungai Pari, the main road into Buntong is the larg-
est Japanese cemetery in Malaysia.

The cemetery is more than one hundred years old. 
At a glance, the Japanese Cemetery looks like 

a garden, with a lawn, small buildings and flowering plants of roses and 
jasmine. It is fenced and gated. The plot is shaped like a thigh bone on an 
east-west axis, with tomb stones on both ends. In the narrow middle strip 
are a small brick house for the care-taker, a toilet block, a pavilion and a 
small prayer room. Old photographs in the prayer room show the original 
prayer house in traditional Japanese style. When no local skills could handle 
repairs in the 1970’s, it was demolished and replaced with a brick building. 
A large shady old puthi tree marks the western section of the ground, which 
holds the oldest graves.

So who are those buried here? Dates inscribed on the headstones are in 
accordance with the Japanese system, in the year of Meiji (1868-1912), etc. 
The earliest headstone is dated 1905. According to the care-taker, Saroja, 
only urns of ashes of the cremated, and no bodies, ever, are buried here. 
Many of the headstones belong to women, who were probably karayuki-san, 
prostitutes, according to Clement Liang, a Penang historian who special-
izes on the Japanese communities. The eastern section has a mass grave 
erected in 1976, with urns of ashes transferred from Taiping and Teluk Intan, 
including those of the soldiers and officers of the Imperial Japanese Army. 

Saroja is a Malaysian of Indian descent and the 3rd-generation ‘live-in’ care-
taker of the cemetery. It was her grandfather who started the line. She was 
born in the house in the compound of the cemetery and took the job after 
her father. Her job is to maintain the cemetery in good condition at all times, 
to open the prayer room as requested and assist the visitors as required, 
and with the annual ceremonial rituals. 

Those interested in a casual visit, try Sunday. For admission and hospitality, 
a gratuity will be well-appreciated.

THE ORIGIN OF THE ‘BUNGALOW’  

Ever wonder about the origin of the word ‘bungalow’? In Buletin Warisan 
May-July 2006, Diana Cooper wrote that the bungalow traces its origin to a 
distinctive, detached single-storey rural dwelling in Bengal. The word ‘bun-
galow’ is derived from bangla or bangala, a Hindi expression meaning ‘of or 
belonging to Bengal’. For their own use since the 19th century, the British 
in India modified these simple single-storey thatched roof houses raised on 
a mud plinth. The English brought this house form to Malaya, as it was also 
exported to America and Australia in the 20th century, where British influ-
ence was strong. 
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Saroja and Siak Hong at the most 
elaborate tomb.
Photo: Cheah Chee Ming.

How to simplify the 
complexity of History?
It is possible to
visualize the past
through observing
the present. 
Go on site visit 
 and record your
observations. At any 
heritage site,
history is most
effectively learned
through uncovering details. 
This way, History will 
become ‘visible’. 
- Anonymous

In Malaysia, a double-storey stand 
alone is also called a bungalow.
Photo: Charlie Choong



In passing: Dato’ Dr Syed Hussein Alatas, 1928-2007
On 23rd January, we lost a public intellectual giant and a man of 
many parts, sociologist Professor Dato’ Dr Syed Hussein Alatas, who 
is revered as a ‘towering Malaysian’. He was ahead of his time. His 
ideology laid the foundation for multi-racial politics in Malaysia. His 
original mind even influenced the renowned scholar in Orientalism, 
Edward Said. The professor’s legacy includes numerous books, espe-
cially those of studies on corruption, which should continue to inspire 
and influence generations of Malaysians.

In passing: the very model of a policeman
‘A role model for the younger cops, especially regarding commitment, 
sincerity and honesty’, the late Dato’ Albert Mah (1925-2007) was a 
model police officer and crime buster during the Emergency (1948-
1960) and after. Out of the Force and into Politics, he was appointed chair-
man of the Public Accounts Committee as a MCA Member of Parliament 
by the Prime Minister, Tun Abdul Razak. Dato’ Mah died from head injuries 
sustained while trying to protect the women in his house from burglars in an 
early morning break-in. 

Money to preserve our heritage
The Minister for Culture, Arts and Heritage has said that ‘a heritage fund 
will be set up to help state, national and privately-run museums in expertise 
works and to buy artifacts’. In the same report by Husna Yusop (the Sun: 22 
APR 2005), he says that museums need to change to attract more school-
children and the younger generation, through clubs in schools or even in 
Felda settlements and new villages. Under Budget 2007, MCAH has RM685 
million to spend. But how much of this goes to Heritage?

Shut out from MCAH’s solo World Heritage thrust  
Not disheartened by last year’s rejection, the Commissioner of Heritage, 
Dato’ Professor Zuriana Majid has re-submitted Malaysia’s application for 
world heritage listing of Malacca and Penang to UNESCO’s World Heritage 
Committee. The Penang Heritage Trust cried foul and called for a review of 
the joint submission, in the belief that lodging a separate bid may improve 
Penang’s chances. We note that the World Heritage Status for Cornwall and 
West Devon Mining Landscape was earned through the co-operative ef-
fort of more than 70 local organizations. 

Pahang: Sungai Lembing’s red post box
After a long tussle with Pos Malaysia, the residents of this tin-mining 
heritage town get to keep ‘their’ post box near the wet market. Instead 
of relocating the 81-year-old red post box to its museum in Malacca, 
Pos Malaysia intends to move it to a more strategic place in town. For 
heritage sake, should it not be left where it has been? Other red post 
boxes still in use can be found in Muar. Do you know that there is one in 
front of the Ipoh Railway Station’s Majestic Hotel and in Lumut?

KL: Orpheus in the Majestic Hotel
In early February, the abandoned former Majestic hotel opposite the KL rail-
way station was transformed into a walk-through theatrical space. Presented 
by the British Council and the company, ‘dreamthinkspeak’ from Brighton, 
England, this ‘promenade performance’ is an ‘experiential drama’, featuring 
actors, sound and visual projections like what our heri.friends Nick and Jon 
did for Papan Night, 2005.

Penang: Beca Power
Finally, a make-over of beca for the tourist dollars! Taking in the heritage 
trails by trishaw is a pleasant, low impact activity. Re-branding the trishaw in-
dustry for tourism, the Penang State Tourism Development and Environment 
Committee initiated for the trishaw paddlers: Tourism Beca. RM80,000 for 
group insurance coverage, free haircut, bright uniform, hospitality and work 
ethics course, registration and introduction to travel agencies and hoteliers. 
Standard rate has been set for each regular trail. 
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Clad in zinc, “Stesen Hydro Boy” houses 
a generator.

The road to Sungai Geroh follows 
the water-supply pipe-lines. 

A window opens out to the
encroaching nature.



Penang: Pengkalan Weld Jetty settlement in a limbo
The ‘clan jetties’ are historic water villages of wooden houses linked by a 
board walk for communities of persons with the same surname. Despite its 
age and needs, proper sanitary and sewerage system is non-existent. One 
tour guide declared it out of bounds, except in the deep of the night when 
tide is high and flotsams unrecognizable. With tourism dollar in mind, the 
local government has begun infrastructure development, starting with the 
Chew Jetty.

Tired old roof collapsed near former jetty in Teluk Intan 
12 JAN: Luckily, no one was injured when the roof of a late 19th century 
wooden shophouse in Jalan Sithambaram Pillay (Po Lam Street) collapsed. 
Extending from the old jetty (‘Keling Jetty’ to the local Chinese) near the con-
fluence of the Perak and Bidor rivers, the street has seen better days. The 
owners in this historic row may find it hard to resist re-development. Mark 
this well: in the shade of a large old tree, the only Chinese restaurant on the 
street serves fresh and well-cooked seafood at a most reasonable price. 

Taiping Railway Station
For rail travel and heritage tourism, reviving the double-tracking project north 
of Ipoh is great news to this totally heritage town. The heritage of the station 
must not be compromised by grandiose ideas and insensitive re-develop-
ment. The overhead foot-bridge should be retained, the station building 
re-roofed with clay tiles and adapted for travelers’ amenities in true heritage 
style. A new station terminal for better passenger services can be annexed 
to the old harmoniously. 

Tekad of royal origin
Hand-made tekad, a traditional craft of gold thread embroidery, began in 
the palace as decorations for ceremonial items, notably in the 19th century. 
Kraftangan Malaysia, an agency of MCAH, has identified Kampung Padang 
Changkat in Kuala Kangsar under the ‘one village, one product’ (Sdsi) pro-
gramme. Master craftsperson Azizah Adam runs an Sdsi training centre in 
her ancestral home in the kampong with six trainees who are encouraged to 
work there upon certification of their skills.  

New UTAR campus in Kampar
In contemporary design, the first phase of the University Tengku Abdul Rah-
man (UTAR) is ready for occupation in May. The town expects an economic 
boom. With rapid development, we should be concerned about sustainability. 
What plans are there for its heritage resources to benefit the town’s eco-
nomic development? 

Japanese on bicycle tour 
Ipoh: A Japanese citizens group called Malay Peninsula Peace Cycle has 
planned their next cycling trip for November 2007. Led by Onogi Yoshiyaki, 
Ijunichi, Kaori and Tomoko came to Ipoh to check out the spots. Unlike the 
Imperial Japanese Army (IJA) who invaded the Peninsula on bicycle, this 
group comes in peace. The purpose is to pay their respect at cenotaphs and 
mass graves of the victims of the IJA. They also visited sites in Thailand and 
Singapore. 
 
Finally, FACES OF COURAGE on sale
Papan: Published in Singapore by Media Masters, this book has to wait 
eleven months for approved distribution in Malaysia. It is a three-in-one; in 
addition to Sybil Kathigasu’s No Dram of Mercy, Chin Peng contributed his 
side of the history and authors Norma Miraflor and Ian Ward offered findings 
from their research on the Kathigasu’s to tell the effect of war on their lives.  

APOLOGIES: Sorry for being so late with this issue.
REMINDER: Please renew your membership. This is the last time you’ll

receive the Heritage News if we do not receive your renewal by July.
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Preserving 
our Heritage

for the Future
PHS, as we call ourselves,

is a non profit-taking 
non governmental 

organization.

Our main aim is to 
promote 

heritage preservation and 
raise awareness of

the natural and cultural
heritage in our midst.

An elected committee runs
a programme of activities
for members and friends.

We network with 
individuals, groups and 
local communities for 

local knowledge. 
We support

information-gathering on
‘hometown heritage’.

Heritage News is the 
vehicle for news, views 

and information to reach 
our members and friends.

Membership has 
its privileges; 

more information and 
application forms are 

available from our office.

Persatuan Warisan Perak,
the Perak Heritage Society 

(Reg No:1254) 
was registered with 

the Registrar of Societies 
in August, 2003.

Office and 
Postal Address:

85C, Jalan Sultan Abdul Jalil, 
30300 IPOH, Perak, Malaysia. 

(opposite the Syuen Hotel)

Telephone: Su Win 
012-288 6888 

Fax: 05-253 5507

E-mail: 
perakheritage@hotmail.com


