
Greetings!
Here is a gem of a message from our heri.guru Chen Voon Fee. Mark his 
words:

The real adversaries of our “built heritage” are: climate, 
human neglect, misguided restoration and extension, 
and developer’s greed. 

Simply, the tropical climate is unfriendly to our buildings. 
Heat, intense sunlight, high rainfall and humidity are 
destructive and stressful to the buildings. This is why hardly 
any very old wooden buildings can endure. Upkeep means 
high maintenance. Human neglect adds to the burden of 
keeping them in good order. Quite naturally, many buildings 
“grow” with use. Misguided extension, restoration and repairs 
tend to reduce the integrity of the buildings and their heritage 
value. How would you rate heritage in terms of ringgit and 
sen? Not much can stand against a developer’s greed that 
is bent on exploiting the property and land to minimize 
expenditure only to maximize monetary return.  

Nevertheless, let us not be too hasty in judging efforts  
to revitalize our old buildings. Much of what appeal to us on the street are 
privately owned, and unenlightened owners regard their properties with a 
different mindset. Let us be practical: preferred practices and the desire to 
retain heritage value have to be affordable. The cost of pristine restoration 
can be prohibitive and may not be justified. Adaptive-reuse with contemporary 
interpretations is the option. Building conservation should therefore focus on 
sustainable human occupation.

It seems each of us has a value system for what is heritage. As we go forward 
to 2007, let us think about what Heritage means: 

Heritage is what has been left to us and what we will pass on to future 
generations. It is about our culture and our values.
Not just buildings and monuments, but streets, places, villages and towns.
Not just VIPs but also ordinary people, traders and trades, artisans and 
their skills, and communities who have enriched our lives. 
Not just antiques, curios and street paraphernalia but also photographs, 
family albums, diaries and memories and social history. 
Not just what are man-made but also what nature has given us.
The entire tangible and intangible heritage of our diverse multi-cultural 
society must be a shared heritage for all. 
Heritage is not just steeped in history. 
It is also happening now.

All of us have a role in the preservation and conservation of our shared 
heritage. Being a member of the PHS, you have taken one step in the right 
direction. So, members, it is time to renew your membership for 2007. Apart 
from life members’, all memberships expire with the calendar year. To boost 
PHS membership, sign up a heri.friend.

Festivals are the lifeblood of culture. We are so blessed to be in Malaysia where 
our multi-cultural and multi-religious society celebrates so many festivals (read 
food and making merry). Fresh out of Deepa Raya, and it is

Merry Christmas 2006 & Happy New Year 2007!

Do tell us what you think are the challenges for Perak Heritage. Well, make that 
your New Year Resolution. We would love to hear from you.
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LOCAL HEROES
 
In September, the remains of national heroes Ngah Ibrahim, the Menteri 
of Larut and his father-in-law Laksamana Mohd Amin Alang, the territorial 
chief of Hilir Perak returned from a cemetery in Singapore under the 
auspices of the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage (MCAH). The 
Malay daily UTUSAN piqued our curiousity: a self-claimed “descendant” 
of Ngah Ibrahim had challenged the fact and insisted that Ngah Ibrahim 
sneaked back to Kampung Dendang, upstream from Pasir Salak, where he 
supposedly lived and died.

Is this a wild claim? An undisclosed source claims that there existed, 
interestingly, a copy of the document: the letter of appeal for pardon for 
those exiled in Seychelles; it excluded Ngah Ibrahim. Where was he and 
why did he not appeal for pardon, like the rest? This mystery may have 
been buried once and for all. Inexplicably, the remains were not DNA-tested 
for authenticity. 

While the heroes of 1875 who eliminated JWW Birch the 
Resident have returned post-humously, there is a forgotten 
hero who cannot return: Captain Raja Aman Shah. He died 
as a prisoner of war on 28 February, 1942 in Singapore, 
executed by the Japanese. His body was never found. We 
read this in a story, “Man of Valour”: The Star: 1 August 2003, 
written by the late Tan Sri Haji Dr Abdul Mubin Sheppard, a 
historian and a founder of the National Archives.

Captain Raja Aman Shah was a member of the Perak royal 
family. Educated in the Malay College Kuala Kangsar, Raja 
Aman Shah was the District Officer of Port Dickson when he 
joined the FMS and Straits Settlements Volunteers Forces, 
which was mobilized on Dec 1, 1941, just ahead of the 
Japanese invasion. He was captured along with a number 
of officers and men of the Malay Regiment and the Malacca 
Volunteers in Singapore. Then, crowded in slit trenches with 

about 90 of his brother officers and comrades-in-arms, Captain Raja Aman 
Shah and company were shot at close range. Their bodies were left where 
they fell. No attempt was ever made to accord them a formal burial. 

In the month following his secret execution, Raja Aman Shah’s brother, 
and his brother-in-law, Tunku Abdul Rahman (who became the first Prime 
Minister), went to Singapore to try to rescue him, but the Japanese refused 
to divulge his whereabouts, and his fate remained a mystery until long after 
the end of the war. 

According to Sheppard’s investigation, “he could have lived if he had 
accepted the release which his brother had secured for him”. It was 
recounted that “he brought a Japanese permit for me to go back to Perak 
with him, I wanted you all to be freed with me, but this was not allowed. So 
I decided to stay and see this through with you. If God wills, we shall all be 
freed; if not, let us die together.” 

Sheppard wrote: “Those who perform acts of gallantry under fire, or 
save the lives of their wounded comrades in the heat of battle are rightly 
admired and decorated. But how much higher and rarer is the standard of 
courage which inspires a man to reject an offer of freedom from the squalid, 
unemotional surroundings of a war prisoner’s place of detention, and which 
causes him to place loyalty to his imprisoned comrades-in-arms in the face 
of imminent execution, above all personal considerations?”

The courage and loyalty which led Captain Raja Aman Shah to stay with his 
comrades-in-arms should never be forgotten as the intangible heritage of 
this man of valour.
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Coming Event

Heri.trails will take
a break until April, 2007.

But do not let that
stop you from re-visiting
your favourite trails with

your friends over
the holidays.

And if you do, why not share 
your pictures and stories
with HERITAGE NEWS?

If you have the time
to check out your hometown, 

share with us your
new impression of

the old place.

NOTICES

Office-warming Party
Our new office will be open in 

January 2007.
It calls for a celebration.
We need party planners
to make it happen in the
most memorable way,

with a bit of food and fun. 
Volunteers please come forward.  

Membership Renewal
A Renewal form comes with this 

issue of Heritage News.
Post it to our

Honorary Treasurer with
your cheque enclosed.

If you prefer cash payment, enter 
your details on the form,

put it into a sealed envelope
(with the money),
mark clearly PHS,
and leave it with

Ms Saras, C K Leong & Co at 
No.85, Jalan Sultan Abdul Jalil 

(Ground Floor).

Yut Loy halal kopitiam, KK, famous for 
the pau.



UNESCO AWARDS THE TEOCHEWS OF PENANG

You have heard the bad news: Penang and Malacca have failed to 
make it into UNESCO World Heritage List. The rejection implies that the 
governments are not doing enough to protect and maintain the requisite 
qualities of its heritage zones. In spite of their status as historical ports 
of South-East Asia with some outstanding heritage sites, inadequate 
governance meant no guaranteed protection for heritage sites, not even in 
the demarcated heritage core.  

Such a huge disappointment! Without this “security blanket”, 
conservationists think that more heritage sites would suffer abuse. Dejected, 
the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage (MCAH) then called for a distinct 
Asian charter to consider Asian heritage in an Asian context based on Asian 
values. The Minister reckons the UNESCO’s standards are too high or too 
difficult for Malaysia to follow. Sour grapes, perhaps? 

To Penang, there is some consolation: a restoration project in George Town 
won the Award of Merit from the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Cultural Heritage 
Conservation Awards 2006. 

The Teochew Association can take pride. RM1.7 million for this restoration 
project was raised from donations (from its community) and several 
professional Teochews contributed various expertise free-of-charge to keep 
the cost down. The secret ingredient in their success is the foresight to form 
the special restoration committee under the leadership of Dato’ Khor Teng 
How. In-house heritage consultant and advisor to the Women’s Group in 
the Association, Lim Gaik Siang (not related to the opposition politician) 
envisioned and managed the restoration process with dedication and 
professional commitment.

The judges’ citation as quoted in the invitation to witness the presentation of 
the Award on 29 December:

“Built in the mid-19th century, the Han Jiang Ancestral Hall has been 
restored to its former glory through a commendable effort by the 
Teochew community of Penning. A fine example of a Teochew-style 
Chinese temple, the building had suffered through heavy use as 
a school and a series of unsympathetic additions and renovations 
over the years. Meticulous research, both in Malaysia and China, 
was carried out to uncover the building’s history and architecture in 
order to inform the restoration process. Master craftsmen from China 
were brought in to ensure that the level of workmanship matched the 
original standards both in terms of materials as well as techniques. 
By revitalizing cultural and educational programmes, the project has 
succeeded in reviving the temple’s religious and social functions, 
allowing it to serve once again as the 
heart of the community.”  

Adjoining the Ancestral Temple (Hall) is 
the 1920s annex which provides functional 
spaces: an office for the Association, a 
community hall, a conference room and 
quarters for its caretakers. Apart from a new 
terracotta roof, general repair and up-grading, 
the committee has redesigned the building 
with amenities for cultural activities.

The restoration of the Han Jiang Ancestral 
Temple has set a high standard for traditional 
Chinese temples. 

For their achievement in cultural revitalization, 
the Penang Teochew Association is the very 
model for Chinese clans in Malaysia.  
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Kuala Kangsar,
Perak Royal Town 

“From the late-19th century to 
the early 20th century, the tin-

mining industry triggered a flurry 
of construction in Kuala Kangsar 
(KK) and Taiping, and later in the 

Kinta Valley and Ipoh. The royal 
capital of Perak shifted according 

to where the Sultan made his 
residence, and so each Sultan 

usually had a different capital… 
From the 1870s, the British 

administration invested in enduring 
brick and mortar, which had the 
effect of stabilizing the location 

of the royal capital at Kuala 
Kangsasr, where, to an important 

extent, the achievement and 
authority of Sultan Idris Murshidul 

Al-Adzam Shah (r. 1887-1916) 
were expressed in the buildings.”

– Chen Voon Fee
on architectural heritage: 

LANDMARKS OF PERAK,
Raja Nazrin Shah,

RNS Publications, 2006.

2007 UNESCO
Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for 
Culture Heritage Conservation

deadline for receipt of entries :
31st March 2007

for more info :
www.unescobkk.org/culture/

heritageawards

The Hawker Guild on the Main Street.



COMMUNITY AT WORK

Through the Chinese press, the PHS found out that Teluk Intan’s oldest 
Chinese temple, Hock Soon Keong has been appropriated RM100,000 
by the Ministry of Tourism for beautification, which included riverbank 
reinforcement and garden creation.

Seizing the opportunity to achieve informed restoration for this heritage 
building, PHS arranged for Penang-based heritage consultant, Tan Yeow 
Wooi to speak to temple representatives in Teluk Intan. PHS also facilitated 
a field trip to Penang to observe and learn. At the Han Jiang Ancestral 
Temple, Ms Lim briefed us on the restoration project, and Dato’ Khor treated 
us a lunch treat; the menu was Teochew, of course. After lunch Mr Tan 
guided us through the Tua Peh Kong Temple and representatives of the 
Temple also briefed us on the restoration in progress.  

While the PHS offered free heritage consultancy services to the restoration 
committee, it must be noted that all decisions on the project are left to the 
committee members, who have to bear the task of fund-raising for their 
project. 

The existing temple dates from 1883: according to Yeow Wooi, it is one of 
a handful of temples in Malaysia built in the Foochow style which is still 
relatively intact.  

HERITAGE AT THE CROSS-ROAD

Born in Kampong Batu 3, Tapah and raised in Tapah town, Tan Sri Dato’ Seri 
Dr Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hamid remains loyal to his hometown, naturally. In an 
interview with VICINITY PERAK, August 2006, Tan Sri was asked: As the 
President of the Badan Warisan Malaysia, what plans are there to develop 
the numerous heritage sites in Perak? Here’s his response:

Well, the National Heritage Act has just been enacted. It enables 
buildings to be listed as heritage sites. An inventory has to be made of 
all the buildings that need to be gazetted as heritage buildings. Certain 
criteria have to be met. After gazetting, funds will be needed to restore 
and to conserve these buildings and many of these buildings can 
no longer be used for their original purpose. You may need to adapt. 
For example, there are some old mansions that can be turned into 
museums and learning institutions. You will also need clear policies 
and incentives like pioneer status and tax investment allowances. 
Promotion is important for conservation and preservation to succeed.

Ipoh has such a vast array of beautiful buildings surrounding the 
town, and in my view, the whole of Taiping town should be declared 
a heritage and an endangered site. If you do not enforce the National 
Heritage Act now, the old buildings will slowly crumble away or 
be razed down to make way for newer buildings in the name of 
development. Of course this goes for buildings in Kuala Kangsar, Batu 
Gajah, and Tapah as well.

This is enlightening and reassuring. Prominent in our streetscape, heritage 
buildings are the very physical presence which identifies both Ipoh and 
Taiping. To the different stakeholders, whether government, community 
or individual, the “true” value of heritage is often much less than its land 
value; maintaining their original state is invariably a low priority. In practice, 
unsympathetic re-development is prevalent. 

To most people, a heritage building is an old one, a time-piece of 
architecture. In fact, Heritage is much more than just a building; it is a 
physical space with human interest, a historical occupancy with heritage 
values both tangible and intangible - a distillation of time and events in the 
past. 
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The PHS heri.trail in KK 
17 Sept 2006 

It was a buddies’ affair. Happily 
we fitted into one car with Mr Ho 
Kok Liong, Committee Member of 
Taiping Heritage Society as our 
special “hometown” guide! We got 
to see the King’s Pavillion on the 
site of the old Residence (now the 
Raja Perempuan Kelsom Secondary 
School), the Clifford School where 
Mr Ho went to school and later to 
teach, the small, all-wood Church of 
Resurrection opposite the Clifford 
School, and its cemetery beside the 
Rest House, overlooking the bend of 
the Sg Perak. Charlie Choong took 
the photos. 

The Masjid UBudiah 

Masjid Ubudiah seen from the 
Mausoleum



HERITAGE TOURISM IN THE KINTA VALLEY

Published by courtesy of the authors, extract from the speech by Abdur-
Razzaq Lubis at the launch of : KINTA VALLEY: Pioneering Malaysia’s 
Modern Development in March, 2005. “We” refers to his co-author and wife, 
Khoo Salma Nasution.

Kinta is significant for three things – tin-mining, limestone hills and the 
Orang Asli.

Tin-mining was historically the most important economic activity in Kinta. 
Though it is commonly thought that mining was strictly a Chinese and then 
a European affair, the fact of the matter is that Orang Asli, the Siamese, the 
Perak Malays, the Mandailings and the Rawa people were also involved in 
mining. That explains why we had tin-mining methods like Lombong Siam, 
tabuk mine with crane-like levers, and lampan mining. Introduced from 
Sumatra, Dulang washing was adopted by miners of all ethnicities, and it 
served to provide women miners with an independent income. In light of 
this, our mining heritage is everybody’s heritage and because of that, we 
should promote the history of tin-mining in the Kinta Valley as a common 
heritage. In 1999, we made a proposal to the Perak State Government to 
turn Papan into an open-air tin museum. Considering the importance of 
tin-mining in Malaysia’s history, a tin museum should be developed as an 
educational site as well as a unique tourist attraction in the region.

The limestone hills are important for recreational, archaeological, religious 
and cultural reasons. A 1991 Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) study 
recorded 45 distinct limestone outcrops in the Kinta Valley alone. The hills 
provide a dramatic backdrop for Kinta. Ipoh has been likened to Guilin in 
China precisely because it is surrounded by limestone hills. Gua Tempurung 
in Gopeng is a fine example of a limestone hill preserved and developed for 
adventure tourism. The ‘Tambun cave’ has prehistoric paintings and these 
resemble the aboriginal paintings found in New Guinea and Australia. The 
Malaysian Karst Society (MKS), an Ipoh-based organization, has plans to 
install 30 rock-climbing routes. This will put Kinta Valley on the global rock-
climbers’ itinerary. Like a golf course, every cliff is a different experience. The 
society hopes to turn Gua Kandu in Gopeng into a ‘show cave’. This project 
is pending approval from the Perak State Government. Preserving the 
limestone hills would not only enhance the attractiveness of the Kinta Valley, 
but at the same time convert its natural assets into an excellent world class 
eco-tourist site.

The Orang Asli are the first people of Kinta. The Kinta River and many 
other natural landmarks were named by the Orang Asli. Even the word 
Ipoh, the capital of Perak, is named after the tree from which poisonous 
sap is extracted by the Orang Asli for their blowpipes. The Orang Asli’s 
indigenous knowledge is the key to understanding and protecting the natural 
environment of Kinta. Fortunately, the Orang Alsi in the Kinta Valley are 
among the best studied and documented in Malaysia. In collaboration with 
the Orang Asli, we should promote the Orang Asli heritage as part and 
parcel of Kinta’s identity and human diversity. The Lord of Kinta himself, 
Dato’ Dr Abdullah Fadzil, who is also the overlord of the Orang Asli in 
Kinta, has proposed that Kinta should have a cultural centre for the Orang 
Asli, where their history and contributions are showcased and culturally 
mainstreamed, such as has been introduced in Australia and New Zealand.

A vision that projects the heritage of tin-mining, limestone hills and Orang 
Asli, we believe, would bring new economic opportunities and develop 
cultural heritage tourism as a major sector contributing to the state’s 
progress.

Editor: Heritage sites attract tourists for the unique stories they have to 
tell. Sustainable exploitation of their tourism potential must also protect our 
cultural and natural heritage for future generations.
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Interview by Mohd Taib Mohamad. 
A Japanese in Perak 
Tetsuo TOJO, Ph D candidate, University of Tokyo, Japan, likes what he 
has seen in the Kinta Valley, and the heritage-rich Perak.

Why did you choose the tin-mining industry of Perak for your 
research?
My first travel abroad was to see Malaysia. I was impressed by the multi-
ethnic multi-cultural society of Malaysia. It is totally different from the 
Japanese one. In the context of history, tin-mining in Perak is one of the 
most important elements in the making of your society. This is the main 
reason why.

What is your experience in Ipoh and the Kinta Valley?
The experience has helped my research tremendously. The visits to 
Kinta have given me more than a grasp on its history. It has given me an 
extensive general knowledge of the region and coloured the canvas drawn 
from written materials obtained from the National Archives (Arkib Negara 
Malaysia).

What fascinate you most about the tin-mining industry of Perak?
Perak’s tin-mining industry is not only of economic importance, but also 
of special importance for its social history. It is truly significant to the 
socio-economic history of Perak from the 19th century to the present. The 
immigration of Chinese labourers, the construction of railways and roads, 
the establishment of mining towns, schools and hospitals, all these are 
directly linked to the industry.

How would our people benefit from your research?
As a foreigner, I would give a different stance to the history of Perak. As 
a trained historian, I have to deal with historical materials in Malaysia and 
other countries, most of which are waiting to be studied a-fresh.

How would you describe your stay in Malaysia, especially Ipoh and 
Perak?
It is like a dream come true. I feel like I am living a dream. I have done my 
research in Japan before coming to Malaysia, more specifically, to Perak. At 
that time, everything was nothing but imagined. During my stay in Malaysia, 
I have experienced so much that my perception of the country is modified.

What potential do you see in our Royal Belum, the Perak State Park, 
which you visited recently?
It should be a treasury of botanicals. Nowadays, much attention is being 
given to the medical and ecological aspects of the botanical species. I 
believe it is most important to keep the biodiversity of this area as a forest 
reserve for the future.
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The Residence, now a school.
Our guide Mr. Ho Kok Liong in front.

In the cemetery of the Church of 
Resurrection, the cenotaph 
commemorates those who died in the 
Perak War (see inscription below)

Floor tiles of The Residence

<  Local shop & masjid  >
Lembah Sayong.

Old Mansion, Karai (Enggor)



Book reviews by Chong Fong Loon

SINGAPORE: THE JAPANESE VERSION
By Masanobu Tsuji, Ure Smith, Sydney, 1960

About the fall of Singapore, there must be 100 books written from the British 
point of view, but few from the Japanese. So when I found this rare book on 
the shelf in a second-hand bookshop in Sydney, I had to acquire it; I felt that 
it would have been irresponsible of me not to do so.

With few exceptions, non-Japanese historians regard the author as a war 
criminal, the mastermind behind the massacre of the Chinese in Singapore. 
The latest book I have read on this subject (GUNS OF FEBRUARY by Henry 
Frei) also points the finger at Tsuji-san as the man responsible. Certainly, he 
was high in rank and influential enough in the Army to give such an order. 
So it is no surprise and rather convenient for him that the book ends with 
the surrender of Singapore by the British. There is no account of his military 
service in Japanese-occupied Singapore, thus avoiding self-incrimination or 
justification for his actions. 

As the Chief of Operations and Planning Staff of the 
25th Army under General Yamashita, Tsuji-san had a 
tainted past. It was he who formulated key strategies 
and initiated vital operations in the field, from the 
landing at Singora to the surrender on the island of 
Singapore. He was with the assault troops at all the 
major battles of the campaign including Jitra and 
Kampar and he gave a good first-hand account of 
these battles. 

You will not find any apology for the atrocities 
committed by the Japanese Army in this book; instead, 
only a pride in and a celebration of the fast and 
successful invasion of Malaya and Singapore. He was 
quick to point out that Singapore was a ‘rich and prized 
colony sitting between the paws of the British Lion’. Britain had a century to 
fortify and to perfect its defence against any invasion. Yet, in a battle lasting 
only two weeks, it was an Asian power that snatched Singapore away. 

Although Tsuji-san wrote this book with a biased and very one-sided view, 
it is worth reading if only to balance out the thousand-and-one explanations 
(and excuses) concocted by English writers (including Sir Winston Churchill) 
on why Singapore fell.

Coincidentally, the Introduction to this book is penned by General Gordon 
Bennett, the tainted commander of the Australian troops in Singapore in 
1942, who escaped from Singapore after he was ordered to surrender. After 
the war, he was accused by none other than General Percival of disobeying 
orders and deserting his troops.

RETURN TO MALAYA
By R H Bruce Lockhart, G P Putnam & Sons, UK, 1936

Bruce came to Malaya in 1909 as a young man to work in his uncle’s rubber 
estate in Negri Sembilan. He was in Malaya for three years and then had 
to leave in a hurry following a scandalous affair with a Malay girl with royal 
blood. 

This book is about his first trip back to Malaya and Indonesia in 1935. He 
was a professional writer and thus this book is elevated above most travel 
books written about Malay in that period. My only grouse is that he only 
went back to Negri Sembilan and Singapore and did not visit other parts 
of Malaya. Strangely, the bulk of his book is about his travels in Indonesia. 
What an idiot! He should have made an effort to visit the most populous and 
prosperous state in the FMS, which was Perak.
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Revisiting Lembah Sayong.
Hj. Muttalib took time off to show us this 

classic Perak house and walked us all 
the way to the ferry. 

Kampung hospitality at its best.

Masanobu Tsuji

“ Even the long-legged English-
man could not escape our troops on 

bicycles.”



Ipoh goes Hollywood 
Early September, Oscar winner Ang Lee, the director of BROKEBACK 
MOUNTAIN came to town for the location shoot of the spy thriller: LUST, 
CAUTION. The row of pre-war shophouses in Jalan Chang On Siew was 
transformed into a film set -- a street with a tram in Shanghai during WW2. 
After the shooting, except for the painting which “aged” the façade, the 
buildings were returned to their original condition – unoccupied.

Penang: tempering with heritage building 
Ang Lee also picked George Town’s Wisma Yeap Chor Ee while his set 
designers transformed its façade anachronistically. Justifiably concerned, the 
President of the Penang Heritage Trust, Dr Choong Sim Poey wrote to the 
local Authority in the hope that the owners of the building and the heritage 
unit of MPPP “will ensure that these changes, especially on the façade, 
are reversible and that the film production company undertakes to put back 
everything to its original state.”

Ipoh: heritage row for food outlets 
It is a heartening story of heritage properties generating business 
opportunities. Six out of nine units of the 1904 “lawyers’ row” on Jalan Tun 
Sambanthan (Hale Street), another location for Ang Lee’s film, have become 
food outlets. The attractions are its relatively low property value (compared 
to other Malaysian cities) and its location by the Ipoh Padang, an open 
space with ample car park nearby.

Ipoh: festive Little China? 
Perhaps, the success of Little Penang Street Market has been the inspiration 
for our Perak state assemblyman who has proposed the setting up a “Little 
China” to promote sales of festive goods for traders to earn extra for the 
period. The Petty Traders Association is urged to come forth with the location 
for the seasonal street-sale. 

Ipoh: new roof for St Michael’s Institution
Community tabloid IPOH ECHO’s front page story on the St Michael’s 
Institution: “Heritage in jeopardy”, issue 019, tries to remain neutral as it 
expresses sentiments of loss. White ants have eaten away the timber roof 
truss and several classrooms have been closed for safety. Urgently required 
for the new school term, and for lack of funds and low priority for heritage 
conservation, this mission school has opted for metal sheet roofing for 
expediency.

Batu Gajah: conservation of historical complex
Whatever happened to the Heroes Gallery in Batu Gajah? Will it be housed 
in the Courthouse museum? HN was told that the work in progress did not 
seem to adopt preferred conservation practices.

The trouble with history 
While Professor Emeritus Dato’ Khoo Kay Kim advocates the importance 
of history being neutral: “look at history in the round”, prominent historical 
figures have been omitted from the Form 5 history textbooks are Sybil 
Kathigasu and Gurchan Singh, heroes of resistance against the Japanese 
Occupation of Malaya during WW2, and Kapitan Yap Ah Loy of KL.  

Malacca: more historic fort unveiled 
Call it divine intervention: 6 weeks after the ground-breaking ceremony in 
October, piling at the project site of the RM21-million 110-metre tall tower 
struck the footing of the 16th century Portuguese (later Dutch) fort. Work 
was stopped for an archaeological dig. Historical information surfaced. This 
is to be expected, for, in June 2003, only 500 metres away, the footing of 
the fort’s watch-tower was uncovered during the construction of the Dataran 
Pahlawan Melaka Megamall. This excavated site is in fact now open to 
tourists. Amazingly, both projects are undertaken by a company wholly-
owned by the Malacca state government. Penang, of course, has its own 
dominant Tower (the phallic Komtar), once the tallest building in Malaysia. 
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Preserving 
our Heritage

for the Future

PHS, as we call ourselves, 
is a non profit-taking
non governmental

organization.

We network with
individuals, groups and 

local communities for local 
knowledge and support 

“hometown heritage” and 
its preservation.

An elected committee runs 
a programme of activities 
for members and friends 
to raise the awareness of 

and promote the
appreciation for the

heritage values
in our midst.

The Heritage News is the 
vehicle for news, views 

and information to reach 
our members and friends.

Membership has
its privileges;

more information and
application forms are

available from our office. 

Persatuan Warisan Perak, 
the Perak Heritage Society 

(Reg No:1254)
was registered with the 
Registrar of Societies

in August, 2003.

Office and
Postal Address:

85C, Jalan Sultan Abdul Jalil,
30300 IPOH, Perak, Malaysia.

(opposite the Syuen Hotel)

Phone: Su Win
012-288 6888

Fax: 05-253 5507

Email: 
perakheritage
@hotmail.com


