
Greetings!
Happy Merdeka to all Malaysians for the National Day on 31st August just 
passed. National Day celebrations lasting a month - is this also a Malaysia-
Boleh? 

Naturally, the national flag, the brightly-coloured jalur gemilang, is everywhere: 
on buildings and around fields, on cars, motorbikes, vans and lorries. For the 
incentives of friendly competition, these fluttering “stripes of glory” are hoisted, 
strung, hung and draped with imagination and pride in towns and villages all 
over the country.

Day-tripping “heritagers” Hee Poh and Siak Hong discovered some charming 
efforts among rather uninspired attempts. In the spirit of Merdeka and 
Muhibbah, they met people, looked at interesting buildings and took the 
photographs featured in this issue of your Heri.News; see page 4, 5 and 6. 
Interestingly, they found the divide between the urban and the rural most clearly 
reflected in decorating with the national flag.

Forty-nine years ago, “Merdeka! Merdeka! Merdeka!” resonated in the 
Stadium Merdeka in KL, the nation’s capital. The historic stadium is the 
largest tangible heritage to symbolize our nationhood, the most meaningful 
and accessible heritage site to mark our Independence. So why did some 
Malaysians want it demolished for commercial re-development? Thank 
goodness that the project was stopped just in time by, to its credit, the Badan 
Warisan Malaysia or the Malaysian Heritage Trust. Now, you may well ask, what 
would the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage do for this “National Heritage”?

In truth, few Malaysians know enough about the road to Merdeka and the 
subsequent struggles of our young nation. In spite of the barrage of historical 
material in the media every year, Independence means different things to 
different folk. In first-hand accounts, the older generation got their say in the 
collectible NST’s serial: GOLDEN MERDEKA MEMORIES. In patriotic mood, 
politicians have raised questions about our history, which has been re-written 
to make it “interesting” to the children in our schools. How ludicrous! Yet, among 
the educated thirty-something, the revival of interest in this once terribly boring 
subject -- History -- bodes well for the future of heritage. One thing for sure, we 
must defend the neutrality of history for it to remain an authoritative reference 
for all.

Meanwhile, to the consternation of nature-lovers, the importance of conserving 
the rich bio-diversity and the resources of the Temenggor Forest in Ulu Perak 
seems lost on certain quarters. As the Perak MB announced the ban on 
logging in Temenggor from 2008, “we can see loggers setting up holding areas 
for cut logs at places convenient to them, such as roadside” (Star: 23 Aug). 
My goodness, has the state’s decision accelerated the reckless extraction of 
timber? Consider this chain of messages:

1. NST: 9 Jun: The Prime Minister: 
 You must return what you have taken from the forest.  
2. NST: 30 Jul: The Minister for Natural Resources and Environment:
 The states should protect their environment for the sake of the people, and make
 their own plans to reduce logging before phasing it out altogether. 
3. Star: 23 Aug: The State Assemblyman for Temenggor: 
 Tighter enforcement of the law is required to ensure that logging benefits the state
 and its people… Why should we succumb to a call by NGOs to stop logging at the
 forest reserve? They behave as if they are the only ones who love the forest. That is
 not true. We know that mature trees can be logged to bring in extra revenue. 

Selamat Membuka Puasa and Selamat Hari Raya Aidilfitri, but how are we 
to forgive those recalcitrant destroyers of our heritage, really?
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Heri.trail: Kuala Kangsar: Royal KK discovery tour
Make a new connection with our royal town through a walk-drive discovery 
tour. To beat the afternoon heat, heri.trail-blazers will enjoy the river breeze 
on the ferry,  and share their impressions of the town over tea by the Sg 
Perak. Our guest tour guide (local-bred) has some surprises for us. 

Date 17 September 2006: FULL-DAY TRIP
Meet at 8 am at the Ipoh Railway Station. Back in Ipoh by 6 pm.
Cost Mbrs & students under 19 yrs old: RM20; non-mbrs: RM40;
  food and refreshments not included.
Transport Drive-your-own and car-pool. 
Booking
& info Siak Hong: 05-254 0043 by 16 September 

Penang: “Bibik Hitam: An Intimate Tour of a Nyonya House”
The performer in this one-man act, “Cikgu Baha”, designated a Living 
Heritage Treasure by Penang Heritage Trust, is the foremost performing 
interpreter of Bangsawan, Boria and Ronggeng. As the nyonya matriarch 
“Bibik Hitam”, he sings and dances, telling her life story and the significant 
events in this historic house. This show is sponsored by the Ministry of 
Culture, Arts and Heritage, produced by Lestari Heritage Network and 
supported by the Institute for Cultural Enterprise and Penang Heritage 
Trust. Recommended.

Date July to October 2006, 2 shows every Saturday,
  9.30 and 11am
Venue 120 Armenian Street, Penang
  (Dr Sun Yat Sen’s Penang Base)
Admission RM20 per person, inclusive of Nyonya tea and cakes; limited 

to 20 persons per show
Booking Telephone 04-262 0123 or Adeline 012-317 5498 
Bonus  FREE guided tour by Teresa Capol -- the historic enclave 

around Masjid Kapitan Keling and Khoo Kongsi, Armenian 
Street

PAST EVENT
BROKEN BRIDGES THE MUSICAL
Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre (KLPac)
19 Aug - 3 Sept, 2006

Fair and square on centre-stage, Ipoh shone brightly at the world premiere 
of BROKEN BRIDGES at KLPac. Syabas to Ipoh born-and-bred Teng Ky-Gan 
and Lim Chuang Yik for their debut musical, which also features another 
young Ipoh talent, Production Designer Loo Jia-Wei. Some performers are 
also Ipoh mali, which means “of Ipoh origin” in colloquial Malay.

The musical is set in Ipoh Old Town, famous for its white coffee and chee 
cheong fun, a popular local fast food. Under the direction of KLPac Artistic 
Director Joe Hasham, this quality production tells a simple story about 
camaraderie in a “melodic landscape” peppered with “love, joy, heartbreak 
and hope”. It spans four decades (50s to 90s), covering long shadows 
of conflicts, of change and growth against the inert desire to retain our 
traditional values and heritage. There are over twenty entertaining songs. 
The singing is great and the ensemble a delight.

Those who missed this memorable event need not despair. We heard that 
Executive Producer Dato’ Faridah Merican is on the lookout for sponsors to 
stage a scaled-down version in Ipoh : there is no auditorium large enough 
for the set built for KLPac. So, to all you people with the means -- especially 
those born and bred in Ipoh -- here is a chance to do something for your 
town. Make a material contribution and connect with your past through an 
original home grown musical. Make a long-term investment in your future 
and your heritage. Those who missed the KLPac performances will love you 
for it.
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Heri.Sign
for Tourists

In Kuala Kangsar, Taiping 
and Penang’s George Town, 
the Ministry of Tourism has 
marked selected heritage 

sites with information 
engraved (in stone) in four 

languages: Bahasa Malaysia, 
English, Chinese & Japanese. 

Tell us what you think of them. 
Send us an e-mail, make us 
laugh and you will win a free 
heri.trail (non-transferable). 

Go for it.
Winning letters will be 

published in your Heri.News. 
The Editorial Committee’s 

decision is final. 

 
A-hmm: 

Our heri.trail to Batu Gajah in 
July was cancelled due to lack 

of interest.

Special Notice: 
To avoid the peak tourist 

period towards the end of the 
year, our Lembah Bujang trip 

has been postponed to a
quieter period early next year. 



Masjid-masjid Perak: Local mosques 
By Mohd Taib Mohamad. Extract from SENI BINA MASJID DI DUNIA 
MELAYU-NUSANTARA by Abdul Halim Nasir, Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia, 1995.

Masjid ialah tempat umat Islam mengerjakan solat wajib lima waktu secara berjemaah di 
samping menjadi tempat beramal. Masjid juga menjadi tumpuan umat Islam menjalankan 
berbagai-bagai aktiviti yang ada hubung kaitnya dengan kepentiangan masyaarakat Islam. 
Fungsi yang pelbagai itu memperlihatkan betapa pentingnya masjid kepada masyarakat 
Islam dan hal sedemikian menjadikan masjid lebih terhormat daripada bangunan lain di 
bumi Allah ini.

Apabila siap didirikan, masjid tidak menjadi milik mana-mana individu. Sebaliknya, 
masjid adalah “Rumah Allah” yang boleh didatangi oleh semua orang Islam. 
Seorang mutawalli atau nazir akan menguruskan perjalanan masjid. Setiap masjid 
juga mempunyai seorang muazin (pemanggil solat atau bilal yang melaungkan azan 
apabila masuk waktu solat serta seorang imam yang mengetuai jemaah bersolat 
wajib lima waktu.

Masjid lahir setelah lahirnya agama Islam. Perkataan itu pertama kali diucapkan 
oleh Nabi Muhammad s.a.w. ketika baginda sujud mengerjakan solat bersama-
sama makmun kaum Muhajirin dan Ansar di Masjid Quba.

Dari masjidlah berkembangnya tamadun Islam, dan dari sinilah tercetusnya 
segala kegiatan bagi membentuk sebuah masyarakat Islam tulen. Pada zaman 
Rasulullah masjid bukan sahaja digunakan untuk aberibadat, malah hampir seluruh 
kegiatan umat Islam bermula di masjid. Masjid Nabawi, misalnya, digunakan 
untuk mengadakan perbincangan mengenai perang, perjajian, perundangan dan 
perdamaian. 

Islam tentunya tidak mahu pada suatu ketika nanti masjid hanya menjadi simbol estetika, 
diagung-agungkan keindahannya tanpa fungsi. Masjid tidak boleh dibiar semata-mata 
sebagai rumah Allah tanpa kegiatan yang ada hubungkaitnya dengan masyarakat Islam. 
Menyedihkan, kini ada masjid yang ditinggal-kan atau disalahgunakan. Ada kalanya masjid 
menjadi tempat perbalahan, perselisihan faham daan perpecahan di kalangan masyarakat 
Islam. Hal sedemikian menjatuhkan imej masjid sebagai lambang agama Islan yang suci.

The above paragraphs explain in Bahasa Malaysia the function of the 
mosque, the masjid. To Muslims, the mosque is not just a house of God 
but an important place for the community. During the time of the Prophet, it 
was where strategies of war were planned, peace negotiations were held 
and laws drafted. It was a communal space for the promotion of unity. It was 
not to be used for divisive politics, personal glorification or furthering one’s 
political ambitions. To fulfill its prescribed functions, the masjid must be 
cared for by the community that it serves. 

The mosques in Perak appear in many different architectural styles. From 
the simple to the splendorous, they reflect the traditional values and 
architecture of the original community that they serve and the power of the 
Perak Sultanate. 

Just to mention a few, the Masjid Sungai Balai Darat in Bagan Datoh with 
a four-storeyed minaret is arguably the mosque that has remained closest 
to its original form, as noted by Chen Voon Fee in LANDMARKS OF PERAK. 
The simple 1887 mosque in Papan may be the oldest timber mosque with 
a pyramidal roof built in the Mandailing style. The magnificent handsome 
Masjid Ubudiah in Kuala Kangsar, commissioned by Sultan Idris Shah (r. 
1887-1916) represents the flowering of the monumental Mogul style by the 
architect, A B Hubback, known for the impressive railway stations of KL and 
Ipoh. Post Independence, the Masjid Negara in KL became the very model 
for mosques built in the 1960s. Its modern crown of radial, folded-plate 
design has influenced country mosques from that period.

The small-scaled old timber mosque is fast becoming a thing of the past. 
New mosques in brick and with onion-domes have mushroomed. Whether 
in Ipoh, Taiping, Bagan Serai, Bagan Datuk, Trong, Lenggong or Teluk 
Intan, renovations and extensions to old masjid invariably compromise their 
architectural integrity and historical authenticity. The Masjid Batak Rabit, 
noted in LANDMARKS OF PERAK, has its colonnaded verandah bricked-up 
and fitted with aluminium windows. 

Page 3 of 8 Heritage Alert

Mohd. Taib at the
Masjid Kampung Kuala Dal.

The dilapidated Masjid Kampung 
Kuala Dal, Padang Rengas.

New kids on the block!

Congratulations and Welcome
to the recently formed

Sarawak Heritage Society
& Taiping Heritage Society

In this heri.game,
the more the merrier, 

definitely!



In 1937, during the time of Sultan Iskandar Shah, community volunteers 
built the unique 2-storeyed Masjid Kampung Kuala Dal in Padang Rengas, 
not far from the royal town of Kuala Kangsar. It is quite derelict and a new 
mosque next door has taken over its functions since 1976. Its wall of woven 
fabric panels, kelarai, reflects the Perak style adopted for the distinctive 
Istana Kenangan, Kuala Kangsar. If only it can be re-built! That would be a 
historical repeat, a re-play of the old script and, perhaps, the Perak heritage 
event of the decade! 

VANISHING STYLE
The Star barber of Ipoh
By Lee Su Win

Not so long ago, if you were looking for a barber, all you had to do was to 
spot the red, white and blue revolving pole -- the standard sign of the trade. 
Now, you would be hard put to find such a pole, even in small towns where 
familiar old features tend to linger as time marches on.

In Ipoh, the barbers of the old days are still operating, minus poles. One 
such is Mr. Thirunavukarasu of the STAR Hairdressing Saloon or as the sign 
above his door says, “Salun Solek Rambut”. Typical of barber shop-fronts, 
the sign painted on the big glass pane proudly proclaims “Kedai Gunting 
Rambut” with the words “Air-Conditioned” in equally big letters.

Mr. Thiru, as he is known to his clients, was born in India in 1940. At the age 
of thirteen, he left his mother and two siblings and came to Ipoh with his 
father, who worked in his brother’s barber shop at 97 Belfield Street, now 
known as Jalan Sultan Yussuf. Mr. Thiru went to school in the St. Michael’s 
Institution nearby. By mid-teens, after school and when he had completed 
his homework, he honed his skills by giving free haircuts to his classmates. 
In those days, a haircut cost only 50 cents. After completing his education, 
he worked for his uncle and father, taking over the shop when they retired. 
As his barber shop is located near the high court and the streets of lawyers, 
engineers, accountants and other professionals, it is no surprise that high 
court judges, lawyers and tin miners are among his prominent customers. To 
this day, their children and grandchildren still come to him for a haircut, Mr. 
Thiru informed us with obvious pride.

I was there with Law Siak Hong, one of his customers. It was after lunch 
and the shop was very quiet. He cut Siak Hong’s hair very quickly and 
expertly, and before it was over, he applied some brown-coloured liquid on 
Siak Hong’s head. When asked what it was, Mr. Thiru said that it was his 
own concoction. It contained rum, a spirit to neutralize the alcohol as well 
as menthol and aromatic oil. It was meant to cool down the body and is 
especially good on hot days. Siak Hong confirmed that it sent quick shots of 
tingly sensation, a refreshing shiok.

Mr. Thiru told us that business was no longer as good as in the old days 
when at its peak, the shop employed seven barbers. Unlike the old days 
when people lived in town, he said, Ipoh Old Town is dead after-hours. 
People now return to their home in the suburbs straight after work and 
prefer getting a haircut from their neighbourhood barber. His son is one such 
barber, earning a decent living in one of the ubiquitous housing estates in 
Ipoh. 

Mr. Thiru has been plying his trade for more than 40 years. With the increase 
in rent and the decline in clientele, it is hardly worth his while to continue. 
But, he thinks he will do so until perhaps the next increase in rent or when 
the building where he works and lives is sold. 

Ed: In town centres such as Ipoh Old Town, old trades vanish because times have 
changed. Drop in patronage due to a greatly reduced residential population, young 
people unwilling to go into low-paid traditional trades, unsustainable rent, etc. Are 
we flogging a dead horse for nostalgia? The only way to keep them is by your 
patronage. Alongside trendy unisex hair salons, barbers occupying half a shoplot in 
the suburbs are still the mainstay of this essential service. The stylish period shop of 
the inner city barber has definitely had its day. 
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Sunday morning, Cheong Kam Ming 
reads the papers as Hee Poh and Siak 
Hong leave Papan for the country drive.

Perak has many clock towers to com-
memorate Merdeka. This one in Parit sits 
right in the main crossroad of town.

Merdeka 
celebration 2007 

National
Photography Contest
Malaysia @ 50:

A Day in the Life of Malaysia
Open to all Malaysians
Deadline: 28 FEB 2007

No prizes mentioned but
 best pictures will be selected 

 for a coffee-table book. 
For more info, check with 

the Star or MCAH

Day-tripping
in the 

Spirit of Merdeka !



By Law Siak Hong

Interview 1: During PHS’ visit to Malacca in September 2004, our 
humourous guide from the Malacca Historical Research Society, 
JOSEPHINE CHUA had pointed out the problem of this lucrative trade. 
Swifts-breeders do target derelict heritage buildings in town. Local 
authorities in Perak encourage this business. Selangor is the only state to 
have banned this activity in its urban streets.  

Regarding commercial breeding of swallows/swifts in Malacca for 
bird’s nest, why do heri.people concern themselves with bird’s nest 
farming? Breeding the swallows/swifts requires the environment to be 
damp and dark, the kind readily provided by abandoned old buildings. When 
heritage buildings are used, they will be damaged inadvertently. 

Why is bird’s nest farming bad for our cities and towns? If one drives 
in the narrow street of Heeren Street, one will find the birds flying as low as 
four feet. I’ve not been hit by any droppings but perhaps, one day soon, for it 
cannot be avoided. The flocks of birds are unbelievable: they are in the main 
part of town, the core area and the buffer zone. The noise from the breeding 
houses is irritating. It is not hygienic. 

Why is the government not taking action based on intelligent advice 
and ban it in urban areas? In Malacca, we had a meeting with the former 
Mayor. Then, it was declared that the breeding of birds in public spaces, 
like those the tourists frequent, in housing estates and in close proximity 
of eating outlets, NOT ALLOWED. But upstairs and next door of Nancy’s 
Kitchen, (a home-style Nyonya restaurant in the core heritage zone), they 
are breeding them. Also, they are opposite the eating stalls in Jonker Street. 
Next to Baba Hotel, a new 3-storey building just completed last month will 
open as a “bird’s hotel”.

Did you know that there is a body regulating the breeding of these 
birds and such? Well, recently, they said that since the swallows are not 
migratory birds, therefore there is no fear of bird flu!

Why is selfish greed so paramount? Remember THE MADONNA 
DECLARATION? Material girl living in a material world!

Interview 2: PHS Assoc Member, PROFESSOR LYNN HOLLEN 
LEES, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia in the US of A, made a 
chance discovery of some dusty boxes of colonial documents. It led this 
consummate social historian with a dedicated interest in the history of Perak 
country towns to Ipoh. 

Why are you doing research on Perak? I am fascinated by the history of 
multi-cultural societies and by their development during the past 200 years 
when the world industrialized. Perak is a special place, where you can see 
today the complex relationships among the different groups who make up 
modern Malaysian society.

What have you found so far in the boxes of records you have seen in 
your University? The voices of the dead are hard to hear, but in historical 
records you can catch glimpses of their interests and choices. In 1917, Bah 
Goi Daik of Kampong Koh, applied for the job of Chinese interpreter in the 
police station in Sitiawan. He said he was fluent in the Amoy and Foochow 
dialects, as well as English, having studied at the Anglo-Chinese College 
in Tampin. Education was his pathway to steady employment in local 
government. In 1930, Tay Gim Lay sued her husband, Tan Bun Hu, a rubber 
dealer in Sitiawan, accusing him of not supporting her, and she asked 
the Protector of Chinese to help her get an allowance. Records show the 
negotiations of ordinary people with colonial authorities, as they used local 
institutions to help themselves.

As the richest state in old Malaya, Perak’s export revenue from tin 
and rubber built the nation’s infrastructure. While Perak has lagged 
behind other states, some people think that the baggage of history is 
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Young coconut fronds braided for 
Indian wedding celebration,

Ladang Glenealy.

The faceless architecture of 
“ Birds hotel”, Pantai Remis.

Storage shed with safety warnings 
and fire fighting buckets of sand for 

firefighter, Ladang Glenealy.

Industrial heritage worksheds of the 
Ladang Glenealy, Taiko Estate. 

Thye Ah Coffee Shop, Corner shop in 
Bruas c. 1930.



a burden. What is your comment? You cannot understand the present, 
its problems and its possibilities, if you do not understand the past. The 
legacies of tin and rubber are deep and wide in Perak. They go far beyond 
export revenue because they shaped Perak families, natural resources, 
culture, and government. Perak’s rich history is everywhere in the state - in 
the buildings, the land and its products, the language, local ceremonial life. 
Perak’s wonderful food is a product of history. Learning more about Perak’s 
past brings the local environment to life.

What will you do with this research and how will our people benefit 
from it? My plan is to publish a book on the towns and plantations of 
Perak in 19th and early 20th Century. I want to show how those two settings 
combined during the period of British rule to shape the daily lives of Malays, 
Chinese and Tamils. Moving into places like Teluk Intan, Parit Buntar, or 
Lumut brought new opportunities but also tighter control by colonial rulers 
and a need to interact with people of different religions and ethnicities 
(communities). I hope that my research will help Perak people discover the 
many linkages among different groups and religions that make Malaysia 
such a unique place.

How would you describe your stay in this country? It was exciting and 
rewarding. I learned a lot in conversations with members of the PHS and 
the Perak Academy, as well as by walking around in Ipoh and other towns in 
the state. Being in Perak encourages me to do more research on the area 
because I discover more questions and find out more about local history 
and social customs.

What do you think of our food and people today, in comparison with 
historic times? Perak food is extraordinary! I love to eat, and meals here 
are a real treat. I have noticed that Perak people like being sociable over 
food, a custom which I find very appealing. Conversations are much more 
enjoyable when coupled with dim sum, satay, nasi lemak, or murtaba. I am 
sure the food is better now than it was a hundred years ago. Rising incomes 
and improved strategies for food transport give all of us many more choices 
and higher quality.

As a member of PHS and as someone interested in historic 
preservation, do you have any suggestions for the society and its 
projects? Perak has lots of marvellous historical sites, which could teach 
Perak children, for example, about the place in which they live. They all 
should know about the tin and rubber industries, about the people who 
migrated into the area, and about the families who made Perak a wealthy 
place. Try walking tours via simple maps, CDs or tapes. With its elegant 
Chinese shophouses, colonial schools and clubs, mosques, temples, and 
little India, central Ipoh provides a terrific location where with good signage 
and maps, local people, as well as tourists, could recapture the world of 
their grandparents. History is best learned not from books but from seeing 
and touching, from experiencing it directly. Perak is fortunate to have so rich 
a material culture, but it needs to be preserved and appreciated. 
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Estate housing for Supervisor, Ladang 
Glenealy. 

The interior of the House of Haji Roslan 
bin Mansor, who inherited it from his 
father-in-law, Dato’ Haji Taib, orang kaya 
of Bruas.

We were told that the owner had 
removed it from its original site nearby, 
and reassembled it on new concrete 
piers, Bruas Road. (see right for details)

< Ventilation
 Grill with
 Chinese 
 influence,  
 Bruas Road.

The dome of the new masjid contrasts 
with the pyramidal roof of the old one in 
Padang Serai.

Decorative details of the 
masjid lama Padang Serai.

Assistant Manager Mr. Vilaya and his 
daughter Aruna with Hee Poh in front of the 
residence, Westland, Taiko Estate, Bruas 
Road.



Book Review by Chong Fong Loon
MALAYAN CLIMAX - Experiences of an Australian Girl in Malaya,
1940-42
By Carline Reid, Robertson & Mullens, Melbourne, 1944

All  the books written by expatriates about the fall of Malaya to the 
Japanese describe an orderly and timely evacuation of women and 
children to Singapore, which was considered infallible. There was no 
panic except perhaps in Penang and Kedah. Reading Miss Reid’s 
account of her life in KL, you get the clear impression that the young 
expatriates treated the Japanese invasion as a joke and a temporary 
inconvenience as they partied on until the Japanese entered KL. 

The author was only 21 years old when she came to Malaya for a 
vacation in 1940. It must have been very enjoyable, for she stayed on. 
Her book gets into my list of favourites because it exposes the mindset 
of the young white community in KL when the Japanese invaded. Here 
are some snippets of her life in KL after the Japanese invaded Malaya:

“I had one game of golf about two days after the country was invaded.

“The last time I was there (the Selangor Golf Club) was on January 
8th, the day we left Kuala Lumpur. I got up at 6.30 and went for a swim 
before breakfast ... I lay in the sun and thought how impossible it was 
the Japs were in Rawang, only 12 miles away.” The Japanese Army 
entered KL on 11th January 1942.

“The big raid on Boxing Day was the first which had really 
made much impression on us, the war was getting very 
near home ... Life was certainly a muddle. I went dancing 
that night with a man just back from the line, and we 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.”

Between the dance floor, swimming pool and tennis court, 
a vague thought entered Miss Reid’s head: staying on in KL 
was no longer fun and perhaps even dangerous. She decided 
to pack her car for the trip south. Her mind must have clicked 
into serious mode when she settled on what not to take with 
her on the trip south: “We did not think twice about leaving 
tennis racquets or golf clubs or golf or tennis clothes”. She 
drove down to Singapore in a leisurely fashion and in an 
open car weighed down with all her barang-barang except 
the kitchen sink, stopping en-route at all the major towns. 
Moving at the speed of an asthmatic tortoise she eventually 
arrived in Singapore. More than a month later on 12th February, three days 
before Singapore surrendered to the Japanese, the good-time girl returned 
to Australia reluctantly, in one of the last boats to leave Singapore. 

I place this book in its own niche as it was the only one I have found that 
was written and published before the end of the war. By 1946, the atrocities 
and massacres by the Japanese were being investigated and finally 
unveiled. The horrors of the Thai-Burmese Railways were made known to 
the world and the extreme cruelties and countless unnecessary deaths 
were told by surviving POWs and documented for posterity. If this book was 
written after the war, in all probability the Japanese would not have been 
described as “comical” and the cruelties of an invading army viewed with 
less uncertainty. Unconsciously, quite ignorant of the realities of war, the 
author had documented the state of mind of the expatriates in Malaya.

In the final analysis, Carline Reid was just a “stupid” white girl empowered 
by the privileged white community, who found herself in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. If her frivolous attitude was a common thread running 
through the expatriate community, no wonder Malaya was such an easy 
walkover by the Japanese Army!

Ed: Looking forward to more of Fong Loon’s book reviews?
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“ Even the long-legged Englishman 
could not escaped our troops on 
bicycles......Thanks to the British’s dear 
money spent on the excellent paved 
roads and to the cheap Japanese bicy-
cles, the assault on Malaya was easy. ”
-- photo credit : Masanobu Tsuji,
SINGAPORE: THE JAPANAESE
VERSION, Ure Smith, Sydney, 1960.

 Author Carline Reid

Food for Thought:

The written history of the world is largely 
a history of warfare. Many of the states 
within which we live came into existence 
through conquest, civil strife or struggles 
for independence. -- Dato’ Dr R S McCoy, 
Co-chair, MMA-Physicians for the Pre-
vention of Nuclear War. NST:31 July.



Singapore: Identity crisis? No worries!
Across the Causeway, the Third Singapore Heritage Festival is a twelve-
day affair. Musing on their cultural identity, the Minister for Information, 
Communication and the Arts reflected: “Our national identity is something 
that will evolve over time to reflect the shared values and experiences of 
generations of Singaporeans”. To the Chairman of the National Heritage 
Board, “Identity should be reflected in relation to family, community, nation, 
as well as to the region and rest of the world”.

Malacca: Sin in the name of popular history
The Singaporean who owns the Cheng Ho Cultural Museum, right in its 
heritage core zone, is in dispute with the State and the City Council’s 
Heritage Conservation committee. During the PHS visit to Malacca in 2004, 
our heri.friend, Jo Chua had forewarned us of this assault on our heritage by 
some determined perpetuator of popular folklore who made wild claims to 
interpret unsubstantiated history.

Nebong Tebal, Penang: What fate awaits the mansion with 99 doors? 
The Star, mid-July: The number of doors in the building owes its origin to 
feng shui. While Taiping’s DM Ponnusamy airs his anecdotes, recalling his 
childhood living near this early 20th century European-style country mansion, 
Khoo Salma Nasution, co-author of the book KINTA VALLEY reckons that 
the mansion should be preserved for its grand architecture. The treasurer 
of Nibong Tebal Eco-Tourism Development Council hopes for “supportive 
action” from the relevant government authorities and the Penang Heritage 
Trust. Who owns it and who could fund the restoration for adaptive re-use ?

Taiping: Claims of “many firsts” challenged
August 21: To brand the town for tourism, the Majlis Perbandaran Taiping 
(MPT) came up with Taiping Pertama, “The Taiping Many First” (in British 
Malaya). State tourism officials, academicians, architects, historians and 
heritagers (including PHS) were invited to Taiping to review the result of a 
three-year study. The documentation appears impressive but the criteria 
on which it bases its claims to “many firsts” came under heavy criticism. 
To stake claims to its “many firsts”, it ignore the earlier established Strait 
Settlements. Instead, buildings in Taiping, created after the 1874 Pangkor 
Treaty (generally accepted as the beginning of British Malaya), are 
compared with those in the Federated Malay States, formed in 1896, with its 
capital in Kuala Lumpur. 

Tanjung Tualang: Mohan: the pride of Perak
NST Sunday People 27 Aug: As an Indian-Malaysian singer-entertainer in 
Chinese pop culture, Simon Mohan is a rare breed. He crosses the ethnic 
divide, and has done so since he “mastered the language” as a Fourth 
Former of a Chinese School in Tanjung Tualang, singing at weddings 
and lounges and then winning numerous singing competitions. Later in 
Singapore, he extended his repertoire when he learned to sing in Hokkien. 
Not satisfied with singing, Mohan also does talk shows in Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and China. Last month, he appeared on CCTV3 (China) in a kurta, a 
traditional Indian costume. Good for you, Mohan!

Ipoh: Heritage ignored?
August 16: PHS was among the NGOs invited to the Majlis Bandaraya Ipoh 
(MBI) pre-draft structural planning session. The new Datuk Bandar briefed 
some one hundred participants. Something is amiss: How can town planning 
ignore its built heritage, its warisan? PHS will consult the National Heritage 
Act for an explanation to this absurd situation. 
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New Scenario
From October, No.1 Jalan Lasam will be closed for renovations. Until further 

notice, phone inquiries should be directed to our
Hon Sec, Lee Su Win on 012-288 6888. Sorry for any inconvenience caused. 

Preserving 
our Heritage

for the Future

PHS, as we call ourselves, 
is a non profit-taking
non governmental

organization.

We network with
individuals, groups and 

local communities for local 
knowledge and support 

“hometown heritage” and 
its preservation.

An elected committee runs 
a programme of activities 
for members and friends 
to raise the awareness of 

and promote the
appreciation for the

heritage values
in our midst.

The Heritage News is the 
vehicle for news, views 

and information to reach 
our members and friends.

Membership has
its privileges;

more information and
application forms are

available from our office. 

Persatuan Warisan Perak, 
the Perak Heritage Society 

(Reg No:1254)
was registered with the 
Registrar of Societies

in August, 2003.

Registered Office: 
1 Jalan Lasam,

Greentown, 30450 IPOH, 
Perak,

Malaysia.

Phone: 05-242 5933
Fax: 05-242 5931

Email: 
perakheritage
@hotmail.com


